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Sec. 1203. Pending actions and proceedings; existing rules and orders,
TITLE XIII
APPROPRIATIONS; EFFECI'IV‘E DATE.
Sec. 1301. Appropriations.
Sec. 1302. Effective date.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLU\,
BIA, That this act may be cited as the “District of Columbia Health Occupatigyg
Revision Act of 1985”.
TITLEI
DEFINITIONS; SCOPE
Sec. 101. General definitions.
For the purposes of this act, the term:

(1) “Board” means the Board of Dentistry, the Board of Dietetics and
Nutrition, the Board of Medicine, the Board of Nursing, the Board of Nursing
Home Administration, the Board of Occupational Therapy, the Board of Optome.
try, the Board of Pharmacy, the Board of Physical Therapy, the Board of Podiatry,
the Board of Psychology, or the Board of Social Work, established by this act, as the
context requires.

(2) “Collaboration” means the process in which health professionals
jointly contribute to the health care of patients with each collaborator performing
actions he or she is licensed or otherwise authorized to perform pursuant to this act.
Within this definition:

(A) *“General collaboration” means that each collaborator is
available to the other collaborator for consultation either in person or by a commu-
nication device, but need not be physically present on the premises at the time the
actions are performed. '

(B) “Direct collaboration™ means that each collaborator is avail-
able on the premises and within vocal communication, either directly or by a
communications device, of the other collaborator.

(C) “Immediate collaboration™ means that each collaborator is
physically present in the room where the actions are being performed and is
performing the actions or guiding and directing the performance of the actions.

(3) *“Corporation Counsel” means the Corporation Counsel of the
District of Columbia.

(4) *“Council” means the Council of the District of Columbia.

(5) *Day” means calendar day unless otherwise specified in this act.

(6) *“District” means the District of Columbia.

(7) “Health occupation” means a practice that is regulated under the
authority of this act.

(8) ‘‘Health professional” means a person licensed under this act or
permitted by this act to practice a health occupation in the District.

(9) “Impaired health professional” means a health professional who is
unabie to perform his or her professional responsibilities reliably due to a mental or
physical disorder, excessive use of alcohol, or habitual use of any narcotic or

controlled substance or any other drug in excess of therapeutic amounts or without "

valid medical indication.
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- ..(10) “Mayor” means the Mayor of the District of Columbia.

ules and OI'dc;'s- or . .
(1) “Person” means an individual, corporation, U'ustcc,.rccexvcr,

S TE: n. representative, firm, partnership, society, school, or other entity. .

| . between an advanced regis-

5uard (12) *Protocol” meansa writien agreement ' . :
_; nurse and a collaborating physician, osteopath, or dentist, as required by title

CT OF COLU)_ ';Ire?vhich shall outline, if necessary, the diagnostic and theﬁpc‘};ii‘;:’;’:g?:lc;:

2lth Occupatio ~onsi i h shall outline actions to be taken in provi
n nsidered, and which shall outline: . ' '

: C:ﬁents in accordance with the minimum levels of collaboration reqmred.by this
wt except when the parties agree 10 establish higher levels of collaboration for

:fic actions or circumstances. - .
spec (13) “State” means any of the several states, the District of Columbia,

mmonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any territory or possession of the United

L of Dietetics ap, d the Co
;):rr: o?fOIi?;s,;ng state> (14) “Superior Court” means the Superior Court of the District of
vard of Podiatr;" | Columbia.
y thisact, as the ‘
Sec. 102. Definitions of health occupations.
2l mfeSSio“als For the purposes of this act, the term:
itor performin (1) “Practice of acupuncture” means the insertion of needles, with or
uantto this act, without accompanying electrical or thermal stimulation, at a certain point or points
collabor ) on or near the surfacz; of the human body to relieve pain, normz_ﬂize physiological
rbya Coator 15 functions, am_‘l treat ailments or conditions of }he bocl.y. The practice of acqpunc_ture
at the 4 mmu- bya nonphysxpl_an acupuncturist shall be carried out in general collaboration witha
1me the licensed physician or osteopath.

orator is avaj] (2) “Practi_ce of adyanced registered purs_ing“ means the perfqrmance
rectly or by R of advancet.'_l-'level nursing actions by a nu;se-mldmfe, a nur;e-anesthenst, or a

a nurse-practitioner certified pursuant to this act which, by virtue of post-basic
ollaborator js specialized eQucation, training, and experiepce, are proper to be pgrformed. ~1"he
srmed and s advanced reglstered' nurse may perform actions of nursing dxaggosls and nursing
the actions, treatment of alte_ranons of tt}e heglth status. The advanced regx;ter_ed nurse may
sunsel of the . also perform gctlons _of m;dxca! daz_;gnosxs and trea}ment, prescnpnon, anq other

functions which are identified in title VI and carried out in accordance with the

procedures required by this act.
(3)(A) *“‘Practice of chiropractic” means the location and analysis of

displaced vertabrae through spinal X-rays and techniques of examination by
physical means and by the use of noninvasive instrumentation, and the application
of specific, localized force to the spinal region to correct the vertebral displacement.
The practice of chiropractic shall not include the use of drugs, surgery, or injections,
but may include noninvasive ancillary procedures authorized by rules and regula-

mbia.
d in this act.

ed under the

T this act or

ional who is tions issued pursuant to this act.

amental or (B) Nothingin this paragraph shall be construed as preventing or
narcotic or restricting the services of activiues of any individual engaged in the lawful practice
‘or without of cosmetology or massage, provided that the individual does not represent by title

or description of services that he or she is a chiropractor.
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(4XA) *“Practice of dental hygiene™ means the performance of any of
the following activities in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (B) of
this paragraph:

(i) A preliminary dental examination; a complete pr,,
phylaxis, including the removal of any deposit, accretion, or stain from the surfag,
of a tooth or a restoration; the polishing of a tooth or a restoration;

(i) The charting of cavities during preliminary examing.
tion, prophylaxis, or polishing;

(iii) The application of a medicinal agent to a tooth for 4
prophylactic purpose; '

(iv) The taking of a dental X-ray;

(v) The instruction of individuals or groups of individuas
in oral health care; and

(vi) Any other functions included in the curricula of
approved educational programs in dental hygiene.

(B) A dental hygienist may perform the activities listed in sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph only under the general supervision of a licensed
dentist, in his or her office or any public school or institution rendering dental
services. The Mayor may issue rules identifying specific functions authorized by
subparagraph (A)(vi) and may require higher levels of supervision for the perform.
ance of these functions by a dental hygienist. The license of a dentist who permitsa
dental hygienist, operating under his or her supervision, to perform any operation
other than that permitted under this paragraph, may be suspended or revoked, and
the license of a dental hygienist violating this paragraph may also be suspended or
revoked, in accordance with the provisions of this act.

(C) For the purposes of subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, the

term “‘general supervision™ means the performance by a dental hygienist of pro-
cedures permitted by subparagraph (A) of this paragraph based on instructions
given by a licensed dentist, but not requiring the physical presence of the dentist
during the performance of these procedures.

(5) “Practice of dentistry’” means:

(A) The diagnosis, treatment, operation, or prescription for any
disease, disorder, pain, deformity, injury, deficiency, defect, or other physical
condition of the human teeth, gums, alveolar process, jaws, maxilla, mandible, or
adjacent tissues or structures of the oral cavity, including the removal of stains,
accretions. or deposits from the human teeth;

(B) The extraction of a human tooth or teeth;

(C) The performance of any phase of any operation relative or
incident to the replacement or restoration of all or a part of a human tooth or teeth
with an artificial substance, matenal, or device;

(D) The correction of the malposition or malformation of the
human teeth;

(E) The administration of an appropriate anesthetic agent, by 2
dentist properly trained in the administration of the anesthetic agent, in the
treatment of dental or oral diseases or physical conditions, or in preparation for or
incident to any operation within the oral cavity;
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(F) The taking or making of an impression of the human teeth,
ms, OF JaWs; . o , . .
(G) The making, building, construction, furnishing, processing,

roduction, repair, adjustment, supply or placement in the human mouth of any

osthetic denture, bridge, appliance, corrective device, or other structure des_igned
‘; Constructed as a substitute fora natural human tooth or teeth or asan aid in the
0

;reatment of the malposition of malformation of a tooth or teeth;

g

(H) The use of an X-ray machine or device for dental treatment

of Jiagnostic purposes, or the giving of interpretations or readings of dental X-rays;

o (I) The performance of any of the clinical practices included in
e curricula of accredited dental schools or colleges or qualifying residency or
graduate programs. o - .
(6)(A) “Practice of dietetics and nutrition™ means the application of
scientific principles and food management techniques 10 assess _the digtary or
nuu—itional needs of individuals and groups, making recoxpmendauons for short-
term and long-term dietary or nutritional practices which foste}' _good health,
provide diet or nutrition counseling, and develop and manage npmuonally sound
dietary plans and nutrition care systems consistent with the available resources of
the patient of chient. .

(B) Nothingin this paragraph shall be construed as preventing or
restricting the practices, services, of activities of dietetic technicians and dietetic
assistants working under the supervision of a licensed dietitian or nutritionist,
other health professionals licensed pursuant to this act, or other persons who in the
course of their responsibilities offer dietary or nutrition information or deal with
nutritional policies or practices on an occasional basis incidental to their primary
duties, provided that they do not represent by title or description of services that
they are dietitians or nutritionists.

(7) “Practice of medicine” means the application of scientific princi-
s to prevent, diagnose, and treat physical and mental diseases, disorders, and

ple (
conditions and to safeguard the life and health of any woman and infant through

pregnancy and parturition.

(8)YA) ‘*‘Practice of nursing home administration” means the admin-

istration, management, direction, or the general administrative responsibility for
an institution or part of an institution that 1§ licensed as a nursing home.

(B) Within the meaning of this paragraph, the term ‘“‘nursing
home” means a 24-hour inpatient facility, or distinct part thereof, primarily
engaged 1n providing professional nursing services. health-related services, and
other supportive services needed by the patient or resident.

(9)(A) ‘*Practice of occupational therapy” means the evaluation and
wreatment of individuals whose ability to manage normal daily functions is threat-
ened or impaired by developmental deficits, the aging process, poverty and cultural
differences, physical injury or illness, or psychological and social disability, utiliz-

ing task-oniented activities to prevent or correct physical or emotional disabilities

and enhance developmental and functional skills. Specific therapeutic and diag-
nostic techniques used in occupational therapy include:
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